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The	exorcist	2021	cast

Story	7.0	Acting/Cast	7.0	Music	7.0	Rewatch	Value	5.0	This	review	may	contain	spoilers	Great	story	about	brotherhood,	friendship	&	what	one	has	to	do	for	the	greater	good	Okay,	I	cried	at	the	reunion	scene	in	the	last	episode.	It	was	so	well	done	and	in	my	opinion	one	of	the	best	reunion	scenes	in	dramaland.	When	I	started	the	drama,	I	went	from
‘Zhaolin,	the	things	I	do	for	you…’	to	ended	up	enjoying	the	drama	for	real.	This	is	a	great	story	about	brotherhood,	friendship,	forbidden	love,	responsibility,	sacrifices,	obsession	and	what	one	has	to	do	for	the	greater	good.	The	drama	unfortunately	didn’t	start	up	as	interesting	and	the	CGI	is	terrible.	But	if	you	can	stand	the	horrible	CGI	in	Ten	Miles
of	Peach	Blossom	or	other	Chinese	fantasy	dramas	in	general,	then	you	can	surely	can	stand	this	one	as	well.	:P	But	the	budget	is	actually	more	on	the	moderate	side	since	they	used	really	a	lot	of	extras	and	different	sets	for	6	different	arch	stories.	Not	to	mention	that	the	costumes	that	the	extras	wore	were	pretty	much	not	cheap	and	even	the	extras
change	their	costume	regularly	which	shows	that	the	budget	is	definitely	in	the	moderate	side.	Plus,	Hanyan’s	hanfus	are	really	pretty!	I	always	looking	forward	to	her	costumes	since	its	really	awesome	and	beautiful.	:DThis	drama	is	about	a	famous	Chinese	deity;	Zhong	Kui	which	in	charge	of	vanquishing	all	demons	and	evil	beings	in	the	Underworld
and	this	drama	tells	his	story	before	he	become	a	deity	and	the	trials	and	judgements	he	has	to	go	through.	That	is	why	Zhong	Yunfei	is	constantly	being	tested	and	can	never	catch	a	break	since	his	noble	beliefs	are	being	tested	again	and	again.	And	he	has	his	sworn	brothers	Hanyan	&	Fuqu	on	his	side	to	kill	and	battle	all	the	demons	in	the	mortal
world	in	his	journey	to	deity-hood.	Throughout	the	drama,	we	seen	him	being	tested	where	he	constantly	in	the	battle	between	himself	and	his	inner	demon	(human’s	feelings).	Sometimes,	he	succeeded	and	sometimes	he	failed	since	after	all	he	is	still	human	with	real	feelings.	But	one	thing	we	should	pointed	out	is	that	how	selfless	he	is	when	he	is
against	the	evil	–	regardless	anyone	status,	he	is	willing	to	sacrifice	himself	in	order	the	defeat	the	evil.	Which	is	why	when	he	sacrificed	himself	to	save	his	brother	Fuqu	from	becoming	a	demon,	it	is	enough	to	show	how	his	noble	belief	is	one	of	his	strongest	strengths	and	the	reason	why	the	demon	realms	wanted	his	immortal	body	since	his	noble
belief	itself	is	enough	to	shake	the	heaven’s	realms.The	last	12	episodes	of	this	drama	is	especially	great.	This	is	when	Yunfei	is	tested	with	his	biggest	trial	with	the	appearance	of	his	long	lost	lover	Nian’er	in	the	form	of	a	Butterfly	Demon	and	this	is	where	he’s	inside	is	tested	on	what	he	should	do	for	the	right	thing	between	defeating	the	evil	or
wallowing	in	his	regrets	of	not	being	able	to	protect	Nian’er	in	the	past.	When	Nian’er	decided	to	sacrifice	herself	to	save	him,	he	was	adamant	to	follow	her	words	to	continue	living	a	happy	and	fulfilling	life	but	when	Hanyan	&	Fuqu	decided	to	sacrifice	themselves	in	order	to	kill	the	Demon	King	for	him	later	on	the	same	day,	it	is	what	that	broke
him	and	make	him	lose	his	faith.	He	lost	the	3	person	he	loved	the	most	in	the	world	on	the	same	day	and	one	can	assume	the	great	sadness	he	is	feeling	despite	the	great	evil	is	defeated.I	actually	really	love	the	message	the	drama	wants	to	tell	us	at	the	end.	His	inner	demon	is	right,	that	it	is	better	to	be	happy	despite	it	being	short	rather	than	spent
centuries	in	love-sickness.	Yunfei	knew	this	as	well	since	it	is	him	who	feels	those	regrets	and	loneliness	but	with	LOVE,	comes	RESPONSIBILITIES.	The	love	he	felt	towards	Nian’er	is	the	ultimate	forbidden	love	since	they	can’t	be	together	no	matter	how	he	struggle	and	fight	the	heaven	since	it	will	end	with	both	of	them	being	struck	with	lighting
with	no	chance	of	reincarnation.	It	is	cruel	and	unfair,	but	some	thing	can	never	being	done	no	matter	how	much	you	try	to	fight	and	resist	it.	That	is	why	despite	I	am	crying	tears	of	happiness	when	he	reunite	with	Hanyan	&	Fuqu,	I	can’t	help	but	feeling	sad	as	well.	Those	longing	look	everytime	he	sees	Nian’er	–	wanting	to	hold	her	but	he	can’t	is
just	heartbreaking.	But	he	can’t	be	selfish	and	sacrifice	her	for	his	own	regrets	and	obsession	and	he	know	this	as	well.	I	like	it	since	even	his	inner	demon	comes	term	with	his	own	obsession	and	chose	to	do	what	is	right	which	is	to	let	go	of	Nian'er.	True	love	can	never	be	selfish	but	wanting	happiness	for	the	person	that	you	love	although	it	is	not
with	you.	Read	More	Was	this	review	helpful	to	you?	1990	film	by	William	Peter	Blatty	This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"The	Exorcist	III"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(August
2020)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this	template	message)	The	Exorcist	IIITheatrical	release	posterDirected	byWilliam	Peter	BlattyScreenplay	byWilliam	Peter	BlattyBased	onLegionby	William	Peter	BlattyProduced	by	Carter	DeHaven	James	G.	Robinson	Starring	George	C.	Scott	Ed	Flanders	Jason	Miller	Scott	Wilson	Nicol	Williamson	Brad	Dourif
CinematographyGerry	FisherEdited	by	Todd	Ramsay	Peter	Lee	Thompson	Music	byBarry	De	VorzonProductioncompanyMorgan	Creek	ProductionsDistributed	by20th	Century	FoxRelease	date	August	17,	1990	(1990-08-17)	Running	time110	minutes[1]CountryUnited	StatesLanguageEnglishBudget$11	millionBox	office$44	million[2]	The	Exorcist	III
(also	known	as	The	Exorcist	III:	Legion)	is	a	1990	American	psychological	horror	film	written	and	directed	by	William	Peter	Blatty.	It	is	the	third	installment	in	the	Exorcist	series,	an	adaptation	of	Blatty's	Exorcist	novel	Legion	(1983),	and	the	final	installment	in	Blatty's	"Faith	Trilogy".	It	stars	George	C.	Scott,	Brad	Dourif,	Ed	Flanders,	Jason	Miller,
Scott	Wilson	and	Nicol	Williamson.	The	Exorcist	III	is	set	17	years	after	the	original	film,	ignoring	the	events	of	Exorcist	II:	The	Heretic.	The	year	that	Karras	died	is	listed	as	1975	on	his	headstone,	placing	the	events	of	the	original	movie	in	1975.	It	follows	a	character	from	the	first	film,	Lieutenant	William	F.	Kinderman,	who	investigates	a	series	of
demonic	murders	in	Georgetown	that	have	the	hallmarks	of	the	Gemini,	a	deceased	serial	killer.	Blatty	based	aspects	of	the	Gemini	Killer	on	the	real-life	Zodiac	Killer,[3]	one	of	several	serial	killers	who	enjoyed	the	original	Exorcist.[4][5][6]	Blatty,	who	wrote	the	original	Exorcist	novel	(1971)	and	the	screenplay	for	its	1973	film	adaptation,	conceived
The	Exorcist	III	with	Exorcist	director	William	Friedkin	attached	to	direct.	When	Friedkin	left	the	project,	Blatty	adapted	the	script	into	a	bestselling	novel,	Legion	(1983);	Morgan	Creek	Productions	bought	the	film	rights,	with	Blatty	as	director.	To	Blatty's	frustration,	Morgan	Creek	demanded	extensive	last-minute	changes,	including	the	addition	of
an	exorcism	sequence	for	the	climax.[7]	Though	some	of	the	original	footage	appears	permanently	lost,	Scream	Factory	released	a	"director's	cut"	closer	to	Blatty's	vision	in	2016,	with	footage	assembled	from	various	sources.[8][9]	Following	the	critical	and	commercial	failure	of	Exorcist	II:	The	Heretic,	The	Exorcist	III	received	mixed	reviews	and
made	modest	returns	at	the	box	office.[10]	Plot	In	1990,	seventeen	years	after	Regan	MacNeil's	exorcism	in	1973,	Fr.	Dyer	(Ed	Flanders)	and	Lieutenant	William	F.	Kinderman	(George	C.	Scott)	reminisce	about	Fr.	Damien	Karras.	The	following	night,	an	incident	at	a	church	occurs	indicating	the	presence	of	an	evil	supernatural	entity,	which	causes	a
crucifix	to	come	to	life.	The	next	scene	then	follows	with	the	perspective	of	a	man	walking	on	the	streets	speaking	of	a	dream	of	"falling	down	a	long	flight	of	steps",	suggesting	that	someone	is	committing	murders	linked	to	Karras'	death.	The	next	morning,	Kinderman	is	called	to	find	the	body	of	Thomas	Kintry,	a	black	youth.	The	fingerprints	at	the
crime	scenes	do	not	match,	indicating	a	different	person	was	responsible	for	each	murder.	Kinderman	reveals	to	the	hospital	staff	that	the	murders	fit	the	modus	operandi	of	James	Venamun	(Brad	Dourif),	or	"The	Gemini	Killer",	a	serial	killer	who	was	executed	fifteen	years	prior.	Kinderman	visits	the	head	of	a	psychiatric	ward,	Dr.	Temple	(Scott
Wilson),	who	relates	the	history	of	one	of	his	patients.	The	patient	was	found	wandering	aimlessly	fifteen	years	previously	with	amnesia.	He	was	locked	up,	catatonic	until	he	became	violent	and	claimed	to	be	the	Gemini	Killer.	Kinderman	sees	that	the	patient	is	his	old	friend	Damien	Karras	(Jason	Miller).	Karras'	form	appears	to	briefly	change	into
that	of	the	Gemini	Killer.	He	expresses	ignorance	of	Karras	but	boasts	of	killing	Fr.	Dyer.	That	night,	a	nurse	is	murdered	and	Dr.	Temple	commits	suicide.	Kinderman	returns	to	see	Karras,	who	once	again	changes	into	the	Gemini	Killer.	The	Gemini	explains	that	he	is	being	aided	by	a	"Master"	–	the	same	entity	who	had	previously	possessed	Regan
MacNeil.	The	"Master"	was	furious	at	being	exorcised	by	Karras,	and	is	exacting	its	revenge	by	using	Karras'	body	as	a	conduit	for	the	Gemini	to	continue	his	killing	spree.	Each	evening,	the	soul	of	the	Gemini	leaves	the	body	of	Karras	and	possesses	the	other	patients	elsewhere	in	the	hospital,	using	them	to	commit	the	murders.	The	Gemini	also
reveals	he	had	forced	Dr.	Temple	to	bring	Kinderman	to	him.	The	Gemini	possesses	an	old	woman	and	attempts	to	murder	Kinderman	and	his	family	at	their	home,	but	the	attack	abruptly	ends	when	Fr.	Paul	Morning	(Nicol	Williamson)	arrives	at	the	hospital	and	begins	to	perform	an	exorcism	on	Karras.	The	"Master"	intervenes,	taking	over	Karras'
body,	and	Morning	is	severely	mutilated.	Kinderman	rushes	back	to	the	hospital	and	attempts	to	euthanize	Karras.	The	possessed	Karras	then	torments	and	attempts	to	kill	Kinderman.	Morning	manages	to	regain	consciousness	and	tells	Karras	to	fight.	Karras	regains	his	free	will	briefly	and	cries	to	Kinderman	to	shoot,	killing	Karras	and	freeing	him
from	both	the	Gemini	and	his	"Master".	Later,	Kinderman	watches	Karras'	funeral.	The	year	of	Karras'	death	is	listed	as	1975	on	his	tombstone.	Cast	George	C.	Scott	as	Lieutenant	William	F.	Kinderman	Ed	Flanders	as	Father	Joseph	Dyer	Jason	Miller	as	Patient	X	/	Damien	Karras	Scott	Wilson	as	Dr.	Temple	Brad	Dourif	as	James	Venamun	/	The
"Gemini	Killer"	Grand	L.	Bush	as	Sergeant	Mel	Atkins	Nicol	Williamson	as	Father	Morning	Nancy	Fish	as	Nurse	Emily	Allerton	Tracy	Thorne	as	Nurse	Amy	Keating	Barbara	Baxley	as	Shirley	Harry	Carey	Jr.	as	Father	Kanavan	George	DiCenzo	as	Dr.	Alan	Stedman	Tyra	Ferrell	as	Nurse	Blaine	Lois	Foraker	as	Nurse	Merrin	Don	Gordon	as	Ryan	Mary
Jackson	as	Mrs.	Clelia	Zohra	Lampert	as	Mary	Kinderman	Ken	Lerner	as	Dr.	Freedman	Viveca	Lindfors	as	Nurse	X	Lee	Richardson	as	Father	Riley	Kevin	Corrigan	as	Altar	Boy	Demetrios	Pappageorge	as	Casperelli	Jodi	Long	as	Dream	Woman	Samuel	L.	Jackson	as	Blind	Dream	Man	Amelia	Campbell	as	Dream	Girl	C.	Everett	Koop	as	Himself	Larry
King	as	Himself	Patrick	Ewing	as	The	Angel	of	Death	Teresa	Wright	as	Penitent	Fabio	as	Angel	Colleen	Dewhurst	as	The	Voice	of	Pazuzu	The	Lennon	Sisters	as	Angels	Production	Development	William	Peter	Blatty,	who	wrote	the	original	Exorcist	novel	and	the	screenplay	for	its	film	adaptation,	initially	had	no	desire	to	write	a	sequel.	However,	he
eventually	came	up	with	a	story	titled	Legion,	featuring	Lieutenant	Kinderman,	a	prominent	character	in	the	original	Exorcist	novel	(though	he	played	a	minor	role	in	the	eventual	film),	as	the	protagonist.[11]	Blatty	conceived	Legion	as	a	feature	film	with	William	Friedkin,	director	of	The	Exorcist,	attached	to	direct.	Despite	the	critical	and	commercial
failure	of	the	previous	sequel,	Warner	Bros.	was	keen	to	proceed	with	Blatty	and	Friedkin's	plans	for	another	Exorcist	film.	Blatty	said	that	"everybody	wanted	Exorcist	III…	I	hadn't	written	the	script,	but	I	had	the	story	in	my	head…	and	Billy	[Friedkin]	loved	it".	Friedkin,	however,	soon	left	the	project	due	to	conflicting	opinions	between	him	and
Blatty	on	the	film.[11]	The	project	went	into	development	hell,	and	Blatty	wrote	Legion	as	a	novel	instead,	published	in	1983.	It	was	a	bestseller.	Blatty	then	decided	to	turn	the	book	back	into	a	screenplay.	Film	companies	Morgan	Creek	and	Carolco	both	wanted	to	make	the	film;	Blatty	decided	upon	Morgan	Creek	after	Carolco	suggested	the	idea	of
a	grown-up	Regan	MacNeil	giving	birth	to	possessed	twins.[11]	Blatty	offered	directorial	responsibilities	to	John	Carpenter,	who	liked	his	script;	however,	Carpenter	backed	out	when	it	became	clear	that	Blatty	wanted	to	direct	the	movie	himself	and	also	because	of	creative	differences	regarding	the	ending	of	the	movie.	Despite	this,	they	remained
friends.	As	per	the	stipulations	for	his	deal	with	Morgan	Creek,	Blatty	was	to	direct	the	movie	himself,	and	it	was	to	be	filmed	on	location	in	Georgetown.[11]	Casting	The	central	role	of	Lt.	Kinderman	had	to	be	recast,	as	Lee	J.	Cobb,	who	played	the	part	in	The	Exorcist,	had	died	in	1976.	Oscar-winner	George	C.	Scott	signed	up	for	the	role,	impressed
by	Blatty's	screenplay:	"It's	a	horror	film	and	much	more…	It's	a	real	drama,	intricately	crafted,	with	offbeat	interesting	characters…	and	that's	what	makes	it	genuinely	frightening".[11]	Several	cast	members	from	Blatty's	previous	film	The	Ninth	Configuration	(1980)	appear	in	The	Exorcist	III:	Jason	Miller,	reprising	the	role	of	Father	Damien	Karras
from	The	Exorcist	(billed	only	as	"Patient	X"	in	the	end	credits);	Ed	Flanders,	taking	on	the	role	of	Father	Dyer	(previously	played	by	William	O'Malley);	Nicol	Williamson	and	Scott	Wilson.	There	are	also	cameo	appearances	by	basketball	players	Patrick	Ewing,	John	Thompson,	model	Fabio,	ex-Surgeon	General	C.	Everett	Koop,	television	host	Larry
King,	and	an	early	appearance	by	Samuel	L.	Jackson	in	a	dream	sequence.	Zohra	Lampert,	who	plays	Kinderman's	wife,	is	remembered	for	her	lead	role	in	another	horror	film,	1971's	Let's	Scare	Jessica	to	Death.	Filming	With	an	$11	million	budget,	the	tentatively-titled	Exorcist:	Legion	was	shot	on	location	in	Georgetown	for	eight	weeks	in	mid-1989.
Additional	interior	filming	took	place	in	DEG	Studios	in	Wilmington,	North	Carolina.[11]	Blatty	completed	principal	photography	of	the	film	on	time,	and	only	slightly	over	budget.	However,	four	months	later,	Morgan	Creek	informed	Blatty	that	a	new	ending	had	to	be	shot.	Blatty	said	that	"James	Robinson,	the	owner	of	the	company,	his	secretary	had
insisted	to	him	that	this	has	nothing	to	do	with	The	Exorcist.	There	had	to	be	an	exorcism".[11]	20th	Century	Fox	put	up	an	additional	$4-million	in	post-production	to	film	an	effects-laden	exorcism	sequence	featuring	Nicol	Williamson	as	Father	Morning,	a	character	added	just	for	the	new	climax.	Blatty	had	to	make	the	best	of	it	in	the	narrative	while
racing	to	complete	the	film.	Blatty	confirmed	that	when	the	possessed	Karras	speaks	in	an	asexual	voice,	saying,	"I	must	save	my	son,	the	Gemini",	that	this	is,	in	fact,	either	a	returned	Pazuzu	or,	as	Blatty	put	it,	"Old	Scratch	himself"	taking	control.	This	ties	into	the	revelation	earlier	in	the	film	that	the	Gemini	was	sent	into	Karras'	body	as	revenge
for	the	Regan	MacNeil	exorcism.	The	altered	voice	in	the	climax	is	deliberately	similar	to	that	of	Mercedes	McCambridge,	who	did	the	uncredited	voice	of	the	demon	in	The	Exorcist,	and	the	role	is	essayed	in	The	Exorcist	III	by	Colleen	Dewhurst,	who	was	uncredited	(actress	Dewhurst	was	twice	married	to,	and	twice	divorced	from,	actor	George	C.
Scott).	One	scene	missing	from	the	re-filmed	climax,	but	which	appears	in	the	trailer,	shows	Karras/the	Gemini	"morphing"	through	a	variety	of	faces.	It	was	left	out	of	the	film	because	Blatty	was	not	happy	with	the	special	effects	work.	On	the	climactic	exorcism	scene,	Blatty	later	said:	"It's	all	right,	but	it's	utterly	unnecessary	and	it	changes	the
character	of	the	piece".[11]	Although	at	the	time,	Blatty	told	the	press	that	he	was	happy	to	re-shoot	the	film's	ending	and	have	the	story	climax	with	a	frenzy	of	special	effects,	apparently	this	compromise	was	forced	on	Blatty	against	his	wishes:	The	original	story	that	I	sold	[Morgan	Creek]	(and	that	I	shot)	ended	with	Kinderman	blowing	away	Patient
X.	There	was	no	exorcism.	But	it	was	a	Mexican	stand-off	between	me	and	the	studio.	I	was	entitled	to	one	preview,	then	they	could	go	and	do	what	they	wanted	with	the	picture.	They	gave	me	a	preview	but	it	was	the	lowest	end	preview	audience	I	have	ever	seen	in	my	life.	They	dragged	in	zombies	from	Haiti	to	watch	this	film.	It	was	unbelievable.
But	I	decided,	better	I	should	do	it	than	anyone	else.	I	foolishly	thought:	I	can	do	a	good	exorcism,	I'll	turn	this	pig's	ear	into	a	silk	purse.	So	I	did	it.[11]	Working	on	the	film,	Brad	Dourif	recalled:	"We	all	felt	really	bad	about	it.	But	Blatty	tried	to	do	his	best	under	very	difficult	circumstances.	And	I	remember	George	C.	Scott	saying	that	the	folks	would
only	be	satisfied	if	Madonna	came	out	and	sang	a	song	at	the	end!"[12]	Dourif	feels	that	"the	original	version	was	a	hell	of	a	lot	purer	and	I	liked	it	much	more.	As	it	stands	now,	it's	a	mediocre	film.	There	are	parts	that	have	no	right	to	be	there".[7]	The	execution-style	ending	that	Blatty	pitched	to	the	studio	-	which	was	in	the	shooting	script	and
actually	filmed	-	differs	radically	from	the	ending	of	both	the	novel	and	the	first	screenplay	adaption	developed	from	the	novel.[13]	The	novel	ends	with	the	Gemini	Killer	summoning	Kinderman	to	his	cell	for	a	final	speech	and	then	willingly	dropping	dead	after	his	alcoholic,	abusive	father,	a	Christian	evangelist,	dies	a	natural	death	from	a	heart
attack.	As	his	motive	for	the	killing	was	always	to	shame	his	father,	the	Gemini's	purpose	for	remaining	on	Earth	no	longer	exists	and	he	kills	Karras	in	order	to	leave	his	host	body.	In	Blatty's	original	screenplay	adaptation,	the	ending	is	similar	to	the	novel	except	that	the	Gemini's	death	is	not	self-induced	but	forced	supernaturally	and	suddenly	by
the	death	of	his	father.	In	both	novel	and	early	screenplay,	the	Gemini's	motives	for	his	murders	are	also	given	further	context	via	a	long	series	of	flashbacks	that	portray	his	and	his	brother's	childhood	and	their	relationship	with	their	father.	Release	The	Exorcist	III	was	first	released	in	October	1989	in	the	European	MIFED	Film	Market	and	then
opened	in	1,288	theaters	in	the	United	States	on	August	17,	1990.	Unlike	its	predecessors,	it	was	distributed	by	20th	Century	Fox	instead	of	Warner	Bros.	(though	some	distribution	rights	would	later	revert	to	WB).	The	film	was	released	only	a	month	before	the	Exorcist	parody	Repossessed,	starring	Linda	Blair	and	Leslie	Nielsen.	Blair	claimed	that
Exorcist	III	was	rush-released	ahead	of	Repossessed,	hijacking	the	latter's	publicity	and	forcing	the	comedy	to	be	released	a	month	later	than	was	originally	intended.[11]	Critical	response	As	of	March	2021[update],	review	aggregate	website	Rotten	Tomatoes	reported	that	59%	of	critics	gave	the	film	positive	write-ups	based	on	41	reviews,	with	a
rating	of	5.60/10.	The	critical	consensus	reads:	"The	Exorcist	III	is	a	talky,	literary	sequel	with	some	scary	moments	that	rival	anything	from	the	original".[14]	British	film	critic	Mark	Kermode	called	it	"a	restrained,	haunting	chiller	which	stimulates	the	adrenaline	and	intellect	alike",[15]	and	New	York	Times	reviewer	Vincent	Canby	said	"The	Exorcist
III	is	a	better	and	funnier	(intentionally)	movie	than	either	of	its	predecessors".[16]	Critic	Brian	McKay	of	efilmcritic.com	remarked	that	the	movie	is	"not	quite	as	chilling	as	the	first	story"	yet	"is	at	least	a	quality	sequel",	being	worth	watching	but	suffering	from	many	"uneven"	aspects.[10]	People	writer	Ralph	Novak	began	his	review	with,	"as	a
movie	writer-director,	William	Peter	Blatty	is	like	David	Lynch's	good	twin:	he	is	eccentric,	original,	funny	and	daring,	but	he	also	has	a	sense	of	taste,	pace,	and	restraint	-	which	is	by	way	of	saying	that	this	is	one	of	the	shrewdest,	wittiest,	most	intense	and	most	satisfying	horror	movies	ever	made".	Owen	Gleiberman	of	Entertainment	Weekly	wrote:
"If	Part	II	sequels	are	generally	disappointing,	Part	IIIs	are	often	much,	much	worse.	It	can	seem	as	if	nothing	is	going	on	in	them	except	dim	murmurings	about	the	original	movie	—	murmurings	that	mostly	remind	you	of	what	isn't	being	delivered".	He	additionally	labeled	The	Exorcist	III	"an	ash-gray	disaster	[that]	has	the	feel	of	a	nightmare
catechism	lesson,	or	a	horror	movie	made	by	a	depressed	monk".[17]	In	the	British	magazine	Empire,	film	critic	Kim	Newman	claimed	that	"the	major	fault	in	Exorcist	III	is	the	house-of-cards	plot	that	is	constantly	collapsing".[18]	Kevin	Thomas	of	the	Los	Angeles	Times	called	The	Exorcist	III	"a	handsome,	classy	art	film"	that	"doesn't	completely	work
but	offers	much	more	than	countless,	less	ambitious	films".[19]	Audiences	surveyed	by	CinemaScore	gave	the	film	a	grade	"C"	on	scale	of	A	to	F.[20]	Box	office	The	Exorcist	III	opened	in	first	place	in	its	opening	weekend,	earning	$9,312,219	in	the	United	States	and	Canada.	It	grossed	a	total	of	$26,098,824	in	the	United	States	and	Canada	and	$18
million	internationally	for	a	total	of	$44	million	worldwide.[21][2]	Blatty	attributed	its	poor	box	office	performance	to	the	title	imposed	by	Morgan	Creek,	having	always	intended	for	the	film	to	retain	the	title	of	the	novel.	During	development	and	production,	the	film	went	under	various	titles,	including	The	Exorcist:	1990.	Morgan	Creek	and	Fox
insisted	on	including	the	word	Exorcist	in	the	title,	which	producer	Carter	DeHaven	and	Blatty	protested	against:	I	begged	them	when	they	were	considering	titles	not	to	name	it	Exorcist	anything	--	because	Exorcist	II	was	a	disaster	beyond	imagination.	You	can't	call	it	Exorcist	III,	because	people	will	shun	the	box	office.	But	they	went	and	named	it
Exorcist	III.	Then	they	called	me	after	the	third	week	when	we	were	beginning	to	fade	at	the	box	office	and	they	said	'We'll	tell	you	the	reason:	it's	gonna	hurt,	you're	not	gonna	like	this	–	the	reason	is	Exorcist	II'.	I	couldn't	believe	it!	They	had	total	amnesia	about	my	warnings![11]	Awards	and	nominations	In	1991,	the	film	won	a	Saturn	Award	from
the	Academy	of	Science	Fiction,	Fantasy	&	Horror	Films,	USA,	for	Best	Writing	(William	Peter	Blatty)	and	was	nominated	for	Best	Supporting	Actor	(Brad	Dourif)	and	Best	Horror	Film.	George	C.	Scott	was	also	nominated	for	a	Golden	Raspberry	Award	for	Worst	Actor	but	lost	to	Andrew	Dice	Clay	for	The	Adventures	of	Ford	Fairlane.[22]	Director's
cut	Despite	his	misgivings	about	the	studio-imposed	reshoots,	Blatty	remarked	on	his	pride	in	the	finished	version	of	Exorcist	III:	"It's	still	a	superior	film.	And	in	my	opinion,	and	excuse	me	if	I	utter	heresy	here,	but	for	me…	it's	a	more	frightening	film	than	The	Exorcist".[11]	Blatty	hoped	to	recover	the	deleted	footage	from	the	Morgan	Creek	vaults	so
that	he	might	re-assemble	the	original	cut	of	the	film	which	he	said	was	"rather	different"	from	what	was	released,	and	a	version	of	the	film	which	fans	of	the	Exorcist	series	have	been	clamouring	for.	In	2007,	Blatty's	wife	reported	on	a	fan	site	that	"my	husband	tells	me	that	it	is	Morgan	Creek's	claim	that	they	have	lost	all	the	footage,	including	an
alternative	opening	scene,	in	which	Kinderman	views	the	body	of	Karras	in	the	morgue,	right	after	his	fall	down	the	steps".	However,	film	critic	Mark	Kermode	has	stated	that	the	search	for	the	missing	footage	is	"ongoing".[23]	Some	pictures	(lobby	cards,	stills)	show	a	few	deleted	scenes	from	Blatty's	original	cut	of	the	film:	An	alternative	opening
scene	in	which	Kinderman	views	the	body	of	Karras	in	the	morgue	after	his	fall	down	the	stairs	in	the	ending	of	the	first	movie.	When	Kinderman	leaves	the	morgue,	the	heart	monitor	shows	signs	of	life	from	the	body	of	Karras.	The	aftermath	of	the	death	scene	of	the	first	murdered	priest,	where	his	dead	body	is	shown	holding	his	severed	head	while
sitting.	A	longer	version	of	the	scene	where	Kinderman	talks	with	the	priest	about	the	murders	and	when	a	demon	face	is	shown	on	statue	of	the	saint.	Originally,	an	unseen	intruder	cuts	the	statue's	head	and	places	a	knife	in	its	hand.	The	exhumation	of	Damien	Karras's	body	in	Jesuit	cemetery.	Later	it	is	discovered	that	dead	body	is	actually	from
Brother	Fain,	a	Jesuit	who	was	tending	Karras's	body	and	who	disappeared	15	years	ago.	Although	this	scene	is	deleted,	parts	of	it	are	used	in	a	new	ending	where	Patient	X/Karras	is	buried.	Blatty's	original	cut	did	not	have	Jason	Miller	as	Karras/Patient	X	in	it,	and	it	had	a	different	isolation	cell	for	scenes	in	which	Kinderman	talked	with	Patient
X/Gemini	killer.	Some	promotional	photos	show	Patient	X	and	Kinderman	talking	in	the	original	cell.	New	exorcism	ending	that	Blatty	had	to	film	also	had	small	part	deleted	in	which	Karras/Patient	X	is	morphing	through	many	other	faces.	One	theatrical	trailer	shows	this	deleted	scene.[24]	In	March	2011,	a	fan	edit	called	"Legion"	appeared	on	the
Internet,	credited	to	a	fan	using	the	pseudonym	Spicediver,	which	removed	all	exorcism	elements	and	recreated	the	main	story	arc	of	the	director's	cut	without	the	use	of	any	lost	footage.	In	2012,	cast	member	Dourif	agreed	to	present	a	screening	of	the	fan	edit	at	the	Mad	Monster	Party	horror	convention	held	in	Charlotte,	North	Carolina,	on	March
25.	Dourif	introduced	the	film,	and	did	a	Q&A	session	with	the	audience	afterwards.[25]	In	December	2015,	Morgan	Creek	began	hinting	via	its	Twitter	feed	that	the	Director's	Cut	was	discovered	and	would	eventually	be	released.	Blatty	later	wrote	on	his	website:	"[Morgan	Creek]	are	planning	a	new	Blu	Ray	of	'my	cut'".[26]	On	October	25,	2016,
Scream	Factory	released	a	two-disc	Collector's	Edition	of	the	film,	including	the	supposedly	lost	footage.[27]	The	website	states:	"We	know	that	the	biggest	question	you	might	have	is:	Will	there	be	a	"Director's	Cut"	of	the	film?	The	answer	is	yes—but	with	some	caveats.	We	are	working	on	putting	together	a	version	that	will	be	close	to	Blatty's
original	script	using	a	mixture	of	various	film	and	videotape	sources	that	we	have	been	provided	with".	In	speaking	to	the	process	of	creating	the	Legion	Director's	cut,	Blu-ray	producer	Cliff	MacMillan	explains	further	as	to	the	journey	to	get	there	and	the	outcome:	"We	conducted	an	exhaustive	search	through	a	pallet	of	film	assets	from	the	original
shoot	to	re-create	William	Peter	Blatty's	intended	vision.	Unfortunately,	that	footage	has	been	lost	to	time.	To	that	end,	we	turned	to	VHS	tapes	of	the	film's	dailies	to	assemble	the	director's	cut.	However,	even	some	of	that	footage	was	incomplete,	so	scenes	from	the	theatrical	re-shoot	were	used	to	fill	in	the	gaps.	This	director's	cut	is	a	composite	of
varying	footage	quality	from	the	best	available	sources".	Legacy	The	film	became	a	focal	point	of	the	trial	of	serial	killer	Jeffrey	Dahmer.	Detectives	testified	that	Dahmer	claimed	to	identify	with	the	Gemini	Killer	and	would	play	the	film	for	some	of	his	victims	before	killing	them.	Dahmer's	final	attempted	victim,	Tracy	Edwards,	testified	that	Dahmer
would	rock	back	and	forth	while	chanting	at	various	times	and	that	he	especially	enjoyed	a	sequence	with	a	possessed	Karras.	Dahmer	went	so	far	as	to	purchase	yellow	contact	lenses	to	more	resemble	Miller,	as	well	as	to	emulate	another	film	character	he	admired,	Emperor	Palpatine	from	Return	of	the	Jedi.[28]	The	book	titled	The	Evolution	Of
William	Peter	Blatty's	The	Exorcist	III:	From	Concept	To	Novel	To	Screen	by	author	Erik	Kristopher	Myers	reveals	the	whole	story	behind	the	film's	development,	and	has	never-before-seen	images,	the	original	script,	studio	notes,	various	drafts	of	the	story	as	it	has	evolved,	and	interviews	with	Blatty,	Dourif,	Kermode,	Carpenter	and	many	others
associated	with	the	film.[29]	Myers	in	an	interview	said	that	The	Exorcist	III	"has	sort	of	turned	into	horror	genre's	equivalent	to	Orson	Welles'	The	Magnificent	Ambersons,	in	that	it	was	originally	a	very	classy	film	that	the	studio	hacked	apart	and	turned	into	a	commercial	piece	[…]	I'm	basically	trying	to	chronicle	how	a	film	can	get	away	from	the
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